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On AMU^^^i^ Home Entertainment wni reiaas© John Frankenhelniar'a aclicin thriller "Ronln' on DVD and wit use tNs release tg ring 
Tn a new era far DVD technobg/. 

"Ronin' is a gritty action caper about a firoup of undercover apsratives led by Rot>ert DeNiro. They 
tiava 10 recover a top-Gatyet briGltasc, working againat avery major underworld group in the world, 
groups that wjll stop nothir^ to get U Is a furfous game of coitfusion with a Ngtv^it^sr tnteme&onal 
cast and aensalnnHi cat chases, created one of Honywood's most successM vatsran directors of 
the g^nre, John Frankenhelmer. Apart fiom the wfdescreen arwl the pan & seen varaion of this leelh- - 
denohing film, MGM's release of "Roniri" vrill play A substanUal part In an exciting intBmat ©vent that 
wil brinfl fans of tne movie closer to lha makers of the IMm. 




FrafflenKoime^H^^Rf, ar 



IGM will present a first-of-ils-Kind online event hooted tiy John 

an event that wfll lake DVD to new height* through tha use of toe Internet 

and DV6-ROM's enhanced capatuiiUas. m onder to participate you wiH need a PC running Windows 
95/9S. a DVD-ROM drivo and an mtamet connection with a minTmum speed of 2e.dkb. The event will 
feature a 25-mlrwte tour of tha making of the film. Illustrated by g^orytjoards, never-before-seen 
behind-the-scenes footage, axl actfon sequences and_gtBl3 from the filrt ^pomplataly organized over 
the Internet From the day 'Ronn' goes on sale onflhHniHMI|^owr>ers of the disc can 
log on to a special website thrDuqhth^yD*ROM Baiaiari"of their cssc. artd submit questions Id 
director John Frantonhelmer. O AHB Itien tfie director win address a selection of these questions 
live during the event and lllustrateeveryffiing he explains with live-action scene? fmni the film and 
other sv^table materia] to create an amazing experierkce for all fans of his work. FbUawad by a 30- 
minute Rve online chatsesston, tans wIl also tiave tha chance to laIR to FranKenheimer directly. 



The tacbnical implications to create and'host sudi an event ere quite daring, and MGM haa been 
treading unknown tefrltory by do^ng so- We vraie able to meet wHh MGM's Dave K^Ibt, who gave ue 
a look behind the scenes of the upcoming "RoninT event In the heart of Holiywood, Miller showed us 
some of the technology that is used t» make this online sessk>n possible, as weD as some of the 
fooiago used during the event He gsveuEaDre^ good Idea of what the entire prasantation will look 
and feel like when ItflnaPy goaa liva on^Bllfefter more than 8 monEha of painstaking 
preparatton. To urider^tand ttie importance of tf^ event, we haw© to take a took at some figures first. 
'Currently jTereara about 1_2 miirnn DVD players soW to people in the US'. Milar explains, ^and by 
the end o^R^this number Is expected to be mom than 2.4 mliion.' One aspect of I>VD is stni 
Nghly underrated, howeven Its market penetrabon through DVD-ROM driven, which makes the 
number of DVD Video players look almoat pale by comparison. 



''Accor ding t o market research company Irtfoiech there are cunanfly 5 to 6 million DVD-ROM drives installad in the United Slates and by the 
end of^B^*^ numbor will rocket to somewhere between 2B and 31 million when DVD-ROM ia replacing Ihe current CO technology 
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forevei", Mller confinne our research. He points out thai It Is a market that has not fully been lapped t)y Hollywood etudbs at this point, 
although many erf me current efforts from atudns Eke h4ew Urie era very pfwnlslng. To ftirthar DVD's appeal and ex^rxl the market beyond 
the scope of E3YD Video playere, MGM is now laklrtg active - and very Innovattva - staps to erthanced DVD-ROM features, UKe the •Ronirt" 
onlinti event 

Since tJie Infemot )& not yet capable of hangDing higtvquality tui-motiDrwriddo streams to reafizG a ^ooth-looklrg prtsentatkin like •Ronin", 
ttie key to maka it woiK lies wllhin DVD-ROM's enhartced capabiDtiBa. TTiere are a vast numbar of small movfe anippets from B-reeb 
encoded on the Ronin disc when you buy it' Millar tells us. These snippets are rx>t accessible imm a DVD Video player and all cf them ars 
uniquely indexed." WhDe all these film snippste and bkx>pefa from unused, so-cafled B-raels are only a few aaaonda long and complalaly 
taken out erf tha film's context, the online event allows MG M Jp geate a 'playlisr especiany forthe presentation with John Franksnhelmar. 
Whan usdra ara logghg on to the "Renin- ©vent website onHmilhe "PCFnendly- softiMare that wW be used to mn the event wiU recaivi 
ttiis ptayiisi infovmatlon Item the event wet>slta during 1t>e 

preEBiitaUon. It will make sure that the DVD-ROM player is readiing and . 

displaying Ihesefflm elemontE ftom ma DVD completely m sync with the | r-, p,_^_ 
event. Ttits way every paitidpant win hear and see axadly the same thing LcJ 
while the directoi's voice l3 broadcast live over the Lntamet, explaining and 
commenting on what you are seeing on your oompuler screen. Through this 
technology MGM Is able tp spawn playback Of the film elements airaady 
encoded on the disc when you buy it, f«moteiy. at any lirTie tmm their 
wetJGita. It also allovus them Id record the event, so ftmt users can log back 
cn to the website at a later date to m-axperlenoe the entira event or see It 
for the first time, in case may missed ft 

The nk>e thing ebout this tachnok>gy ts ttiat It atkiwa us to use the material 
for other events as wall * Miller enthuses. 'If Robert OeNiro. for example, 
gets interested in this kind oF online presentation and wantfi to talk about Ns 
Involvement with lha film, we couH theoretically craatQ another event for 
Nm end use completely different footage that is on the disc and hasn't been 
used in Fr^ahkenhelmer'S presentation.'' 



The thought fs My inspiring. It would open up tne door? to very interactive events where fHrnmakers telk atnut \SndT projects In ways that are 
much mor^ involving Itian Standard oommentaiy tracks and substantially less preoccupied than "Making OT featurettee. MGM has high 
hopea far tha event and expects some 50.000 vlsltOTe on (he day o( the event to be part of this unique presentation, CteaHy, this kind of 
preaentstian not Only appeals lo film enthusiasts who want to meat and hear the dlredorfirat-hand, but also to all those people with DVD- 
ROM drives in their computers who have ever wondered what to do wllh It. other than abusing it as a supevslzed CD-ROM drtve. 

'If the event gathers enough momentum* we will certsinly add this land of presentation In future praduds aa wetl'. David Miller concludes. 
■We have Sen Hur ki the maWng right now and wou Wn"t it be great if we could host such an event with Chanion Heston talking about some o( 
the extraordinary scenes of the film, while we ehow people the storyboards, beblnd-the eoenos fbotage. and other materials? This lachnotogy 
opens completaly new ways frir us to add value to DVD, value that we simply cannot deliver on any other medfum." Mfflai's enthusiasm is 
infeclnus as ha fihams his thoughts and vision of future MGM releases with us. He leaves no doubt about MOM'S comm'itmBnt to fhe DVD 
ftmnat, aspeciaily now that MGM also controls the major part of the fornier "Polygram REm Library^. 

Looking at aQ the mafsnal found on the l^onln' disc and aaetng a demonstration of 1t>e event on the computer screen, this prasentBtxm is 
defirvtaty going to be sorrvdNng special- \A/n)iout a doi^ it will be copied by other pubEshens in no time If the event ^jcceeds end the 
prospsct is great It wtit elevate DVD to new heighfa. and it is once again an open-hand slap in the Cace of DVD's pay^er-view countotpart 
DlVX, Which has yet to become dvd-rom oompatibid. 

So, wamuji^u|^>VD-ROM drives, submit your ouesb'ona to director John Frankenhelmer, and most importantly, dont mfss the "Ranin" 
^nt on^HHpat 6:00 p.m, (EST) 



Thb ts Che vaaba UWWiD <akB^ toltc onlkie event 
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